Christ Jesus, “though He was by nature God...emptied
Humself, taking the nature of a slave,” (Phil 2:6) and “being
rich, became poor” (2 Cor 8:9) for our sakes. Thus, the
Church, although it needs human resources to canry out its
mission, is not set up to seek earthly glory, but to proclaun,
even by its own example, humility and self-sacrifice. Christ
was sent by the Father “to bring good news to the poor, to
heal the contrite of heart,” (Lk 4:18) “to seek and to save
what was lost” (Lk 19:10). Similarly, the Church
encompasses with love all who are afflicted with human
suffering and in the poor and afflicted sees the image of its
poor and suffering Founder. (Vatican IT, Lumen Gentium 8)

I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty becanse
it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is
unhealthy from being confmed and from clinging to its own
gecurity. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the
centre and which then ends by being caught up in a web of
obsessions and procedures.

[--]

More than by fear of going astray, my hope is that we will be
moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures
which erve us a false sensze of securitv. within rules which



